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great characters in the story, pause and see what the
Encyclopedia has to say about each one. What I'm
driving at, is to get you to read the Bible as an ordinary
book. Try to forget that it is what you have been
taught to regard it, and read it for its own sake, just
as you would any other fine piece of literature.
" Get away from the idea of it being supernatural,
or divinely inspired; mind you, I'm not saying that it
isn't, I merely want you to read it as you would any
other great literary work. Give it a chance—don't
bother about the parts giving the Law to the ancient
Hebrews, you will be able to appreciate that sort of
thing later on. Stick to the historical books—and use
pour Encyclopaedia as a guide. You'll be surprised to
ind how breathlessly human and truly stirring the
Bible is."
It seemed like a lot of work to me, but when I told
Fanet what the Vicar had said, she was all agog to
ommence. In the long winter evenings we have time
or reading, though there is little enough in summer.
've never been one to spend a lot of time in the inns,
tiough I have my pint at the " Bull " in Bridport, or
le " Half Moon " at Melplash, on market-days—and
either Janet nor I care much for whist-drives and
ances down in the Women's Institute, or the Parish
iall, sp the Bible it was, helped out by the Encyclo-
pedia*
The strangest part of it all is that the Vicar was
5ht! I was a bit self-conscious about my Bible read-
g at first—hid the Book away in the morning so that
.e serving-maid would not think that I had gone
son daft—but I soon got past all that, and hurried
a

